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World's third Science Gallery to come up in Bengaluru

http://www.sahilonline.org/english/newsDetails.php?cid=28&nid=28768

Bengaluru: Want to know the science behind love and attraction? Or, what makes you groove to a certain kind of music?

The country€ps -Information Technology (IT)- capital has managed to attract one of Ireland€ps renowned universities to
venture into setting up the world€ps third €Science Gallery€p € the first in Asia. Set to marvel visitors with -scientific
theatre-, it will join the other two in Dublin (Ireland) and London (UK).

Bengaluru managed to beat Melbourne in Australia to the third Science Gallery. The State€ps Department of Science and
Technology sealed the deal through a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with Science Gallery International (SGI),
Dublin, Ireland, on Thursday. It is likely to come up in the Indian Institute of Science (IISc) campus by the beginning of
2018 at a cost of Rs. 25 crore, S.R. Patil Minister for Planning and Statistics, IT, BT, Science and Technology said.

Chris Horn, Chairman, SGI said the gallery would be different from a regular science museum as nothing would be
permanent, with different exhibitions being held regularly. Live experiments on visitors and interaction with scientists,
engineers and researchers will be among the attractions.

Mr. Horn also said the areas of expertise of certain cities are kept in mind while organising programmes. -Trinity College
Dublin is known for physics, King€ps College London for medical sciences. Bengaluru is known for IT and aerospace, and
we will be focussing on these areas,- he said.

SGl intends to have eight galleries in all eventually. The others are expected to come up in Singapore, New York, Chicago
and Venice.
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BHU students gherao Smriti Irani in Varanasi

IANS | Nov 15, 2014, 06.36 PM IST

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/BHU-students-gherao-Smriti-lrani-in-Varanasi/articleshow/45159446.cms

LUCKNOW: Union human resource development (HRD) minister Smriti Irani faced the ire of students at the Banaras
Hindu University (BHU) in Varanasi on Saturday. In the city, also the parliamentary constituency of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, the union minister was booed and gheraoed by angry students who blamed her for the delay in
inauguration of a trauama center.

Construction of the multi-crore rupee trauma center was completed almost a year ago but it is yet to be inaugurated,
apparently because the HRD minister has not been able to find time for it.

While Irani had so far maintained that she did not get the invitation, when confronted with a letter by the BHU
authorities to this effect, the minister said that the inauguration was getting delayed since there was no vice-chancellor
in the varsity.

She assured the angry students that very soon the impasse will be sorted out and the trauma center inaugurated. Irani, a
close aide of Narendra Modi was in the city to attend a function.

122 students receive degrees at 11T Ropar
convocation

Hindustan Times (Chandigarh)

LILA POONAWALLA URGED THE STUDENTS TO CHALLENGE CONVENTIONAL WISDOM AND
REFRAIN FROM COMPROMISING ON FUNDAMENTAL VALUES

RUPNAGAR: The third convocation of the Indian Institute of Technology (11T), Rupnagar, was held on the
institute campus on Saturday.

As many as 122 students of 2010- 14 batch, including 121 BTech students and one PhD student, were conferred
degrees.

Outstanding students were also honoured with gold and silver medals on the occasion.

National research professor at University of Hyderabad and former director of Indian Institute of Science,
Bangalore, Goverdhan Mehta, was the chief guest on the occasion.

The board of governors of Indian Institute of Technology, Rupnagar, and chairperson of the institute Lila
Poonawalla presided over the function.

In his convocation address, Goverdhan Mehta exhorted the students to excel by putting their full potential to
good use.
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He urged the graduates to set new scholastic benchmarks and shoulder social responsibilities.
He also emphasised on the need for giving an impetus to research in educational institutions.

In her address, Lila Poonawalla urged the students to challenge conventional wisdom and refrain from
compromising on fundamental values.

She also exhorted students to be committed to have a vision for the nation. Director of the institute professor
MK Surappa presented t he annual report and highlighted the achievements of the institute.

He said work on the cons-truction of the new Indian Institute of Technology campus would begin soon and the
first phase of the project would be completed within two years.
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November 17

Irani vetoes experts; ISM closer to becoming IIT

http://www.hindustantimes.com/hteducation/educationnews/irani-vetoes-experts-ism-closer-to-becoming-
iit/article1-1286907.aspx

In keeping with Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s electoral promise to turn Indian School of Mines (ISM)
Dhanbad into an Indian Institute of Technology (11T), Smriti Irani-led HRD ministry overruled an expert
panel’s recommendations that had trashed the idea.

A letter from the ministry, sources said, was sent to the panel on September 26 saying it was “desired” by Irani
that the panel should further examine the issue and see what could be done to enable the institute to become a
good IIT.

Prior to general elections, Modi, as BJP’s prime ministerial candidate, at an election rally in Dhanbad had
slammed the UPA government for not turning ISM into an IIT. “ISM has a name in all of Asia, it should be
upgraded to an IIT,” Modi had said.

A panel formed to look into this demand said in its report that ISM didn’t merit an entry into brand IIT on the
basis of its educational and research inadequacy. Comparing it with 1IT Madras, the panel had said that while at
ISM, 40 out of 250 of its faculty members were without PhDs, II'T madras had only one faculty member without
a PhD.

Recommending a status quo, the panel headed by Professor Ashok Mishra, former director of IIT Bombay said
ISM is a “niche” institute and should be allowed to continue as such. The report was to be discussed at the IIT
council (the highest decision making body of the 11Ts) meeting on September 22 but it was not presented.

While panel chairperson Mishra refused to comment on the development, ISM registrar MK Singh welcomed
the move saying it had been a long pending demand.
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